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A Message from Your LAPP Board Trustee
At the beginning of a new year
we often reflect on the past and
look ahead with hope for what
the next year will bring. For some
Albertans, 2017 was still a year of
recovery from the roller coaster
ride of recession and economic
downturns. The hope is that 2018
will be better for everyone as the
economy continues to improve and jobs are added
back to the market.
All of this is a constant reminder of the true value of a
LAPP pension. It is hard to put a price on the security
that comes from knowing you will have your pension
for life, no matter what happens with the price of oil or
the unemployment rate. So many retirees who didn’t
have a workplace pension to fall back on are looking
for part-time work today to supplement their income.
A pension for life is very valuable asset these days.
As a LAPP retiree, you can look back on the years that
you contributed to your pension and know that it was a
good investment in your future – even if paying
contributions from payroll seemed a bit tough at the
time. However, the benefit security you have today
makes up for the years where you didn’t have all the
discretionary spending you might have liked.
Looking ahead, the LAPP Board wants to ensure that

active members in the Plan – those paying
contributions today – have the same benefit security
and the same great pension in their retirement that
you enjoy as retirees today. Everything we do and
every decision we make, from investments to funding
to educating our members, is directed to ensuring
benefit security for all.
The good news is, our plan for the future is working.
The LAPP fund has now surpassed $40 billion and we
have enough of a financial cushion set aside to help us
maintain funding levels through volatility in the
marketplace. As a Board, we believe in the defined
benefit model because we know it is a superior
system for retirement income. LAPP still offers the
same great pension benefits today that it did 55 years
ago when it was first established.
As your retiree representative on the Board, I work
with fellow trustees to do everything possible to keep
LAPP strong and sustainable. We want to be sure that
many generations of retirees will be able to follow in
your footsteps and have a secure retirement income
they can rely on. May 2018 be a great year for you and
your family and may your retirement be everything you
have hoped for and worked hard for throughout your
working career.
Ken Balkwell, LAPP Trustee

Cost of Living Adjustment Increases LAPP Pension
In 2018, a Cost of Living Adjustment (also known as
COLA) will increase your pension by 0.78 per cent. The
increase will automatically be applied, beginning with
your January payment. All retirees with a retirement
date in December 2016 or earlier will receive a full cost
of living adjustment. Those with a retirement date
between January 1 and December 1, 2016, will receive
a prorated adjustment.

As set out in Plan legislation, COLA is paid to retirees
each year based on 60 per cent of the increase in the
Alberta Consumer Price Index (ACPI), as reported by
Statistics Canada. The ACPI measures the change in
the price of a fixed basket of goods and services
purchased by Albertans. To read more about COLA and
how it is calculated, please go to www.lapp.ca.

2018 Pension
Payment Dates
for Retirees
Your pension is payable on the second-last banking day
of each month, except in December. In December,
pension payments are made before December 25.
Your pension will be paid as follows in 2018:
January 30

July 30

February 27

August 30

March 29

September 27

April 27

October 30

May 30

November 29

June 28

December 21

If you do not receive your pension, please contact us
at 1-877-649-5277.
Tax slips are issued for each calendar year and will be
mailed by the end of February for the previous year.

Manage All Your Information Online
Everything you used to do by calling, you can
now do on online.
The corporation that provides pension benefit
administration on behalf of LAPP (Alberta
Pension Services) has launched a secure
website for retirees to manage and access their
pension information. The link to
mypensionplan can be found on the LAPP
website at www.lapp.ca or you can go directly
to www.mypensionplan.ca and click on
Register to get started.
This user-friendly website now allows LAPP
retirees the opportunity to do the following
transactions online, as well as by phone or mail:
•

View pension payment dates and history

•

Send and receive messages through the
secure mailbox

•

Manage banking and direct deposit
information

•

Update address, contact and beneficiary
information

•

View the Annual Pension Statement

Registration is a quick and easy process. Get
started with mypensionplan.ca today!

A LAPP pension has value.
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Contact Us
It’s all on our website

For information about your
pension, please contact the
Plan benefit administrator,
Alberta Pensions Services at:

Whether you want learn more about how your COLA is calculated or
just catch up on the financial status of the Plan, you will find it all on
the LAPP website at www.lapp.ca. You can read reports online, study
the actuarial valuations and look at our news updates.

Phone: 1-877-422-4748
5103-Windermere Boulevard SW
Edmonton, AB, T6W 0S9

Looking for personal
information?
Pension payroll services for LAPP are provided by Alberta Pensions

Local Authorities Pension Plan
Executive Offices
P.O. Box 1315
Edmonton, AB T5J 2M8

Services. For more information or if you have questions about your

www.lapp.ca

pension, please call APS at 1-877-422-4748.

